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Programme Exceeds Spending Targets i N+2 Achieved

The Yorkshire and Humber Competitivenessand Em- 6 Thi s performance i s especi
ployment Programme has exceeded its spending tar- region has the second largest ERDF programme in
get for 2009. England, some 27% of the total. Also as South York-

shire is a phasing-in region due to its earlier Objec-
The target, known as N+2 in European circles, is es- tive 1 status, we have a spend profile that is skewed
tablished by the European Commission at the outset wi t h mor e spend in the ear/|
of the programme. They set out a spending profile
for each programme funded by structural funds like o Part of our strategy has ¢k
ERDF. larger, more transformative projects. We have two
major European projects contracted A Digital Region
Commenting on the news, Malcolm Taylor, who and Science City York. Regulations allow us to defer
heads the ERDF team at Yorkshire Forward managing some of our major project target spend and we re-
the programme sai d: 0 The dueedduetargef by tontiacting ahede iprejects this n t
should not be under-estimated. Congratulationsare y ear . We have also establ is
due to all our partners and the team here at York-  Capital Loan Fund which will be launched next year.
shire Forward who through their combined efforts  £30 million of ERDF has been transferred to the fund
have made this possi bl e. 6and counts against the target. ERDF spent and
claimed by contracted projects plus the cash ad-
0The 2009 target of 0 1 2 7 vamde méansahat wav @readyahaved aeheedthy €9mnofy
one, but faced with the economic downturn, reduc- spend towards next yearo6s t
tions in the availability of match funding and other
circumstances made Looking ahead to 2010 Malcolm concluded:
meeting it even more 0O Achi evi ng next year 0s tar
of an achievement. Our challenging. Present projections indicate that we
targets are expressed need around £22 million of spend over and above
in Euros and, over the what we have in contracted
last year or so, cur-
rency devaluation Money is available in all Programme priorities and we
added £30 million to would like more good projects to come forward as
this year 0s sobanrgpessibleto take up the investment opportu-
nity. Increasingly, as public spending becomes more
0The scal e gohstrdined, BRDF represents one of the few sources
achievement should  of regeneration funding still available. If you have a

not be under -  project idea that fits witt
est i ma-tMal@ld then please contact us to see how ERDF can meet
Taylor your needs. 0
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Digital Opportunities Call Issued

A supplementary call for proposals was issued on Analysys Mason has spoken with a large number of
11th December 2009 seeking proposals to build on stakeholders in the region and these consultations,
the digital opportunities presented by the pro- along with their acknowledged expertise in the digi-

grammeds earlier invest met@dandtelgcomsiargg hagallowaddhgm @ jdentifyr i <
call is time -limited until 30th June 2010. six project ideas that are consistent with the ERDF

programme that if taken forward can make a signifi-
cant impact in the region. Expressions of interest
from individual organisations are welcome but if oth-
ers wish to work collabotayively with others to de-

Nearly 100 people attended the launch of the call at
the ERDF funded Electric Works in Sheffield. Consult-

ants Analysys Mason presented the results of the liver some of these they should register their inter-

work it had undertaken to help the region to  de- est with us and we will facilitate building the neces-
velop a more joined up, strategic approach to ERDF sary partnerships.®é

activity for digital opportunities.

0Their work also identifiec
Peggy Haywood from Yor ks hventien wherg Workghite Ferwakd RsDehgade if pre-
said: oDigital -ustBroadoandi s paking defaile@ @eyional strategic responses or has

that will provide a high -speed, open-access infra- ERDF projects already contracted. These are around
structure, offering 25mb or above of guaranteed collaboration centres, sector networks and health-
bandwidth and quality of service to the majority of care. Though not part of this call, we are interested
homes and businesses in South Yorkshire, reaching ~ t0 hear from any partners wishing to engage with
1.2 million people. The provision of this level of Yorkshire Forward on thIS‘ process or build on existing

broadband service will transform the region, creat- provision. O

ing inward economic and social investment to bridge .
9 9 ou can download the call from www.yorkshire -

the growing digital divid or'vvgrd.com/about/our -funding/erdf/applying -for -

funding

Commission Launches Consultation on EU2020 Strategy

EU 2020 is a new strategy to make the EU a smarter,  helping to prevent a similar one in future and on

greener social market. three thematic objectives:

creating value through knowledge
On 26th November the Commission issued a public empowering people in inclusive societies
consultation document on giving the EU economy a creating a competitive, connected and greener
brighter future. EU 2020 aims to deliver greener and economy.
socially inclusive growth, which was outlined by
President Barroso in his Political Guidelines issued The deadline for responses to the consultation is 15
earlier in the autumn when he was re -appointed as January 2010. The new Commission will then make a
Commission President. detailed proposal to the Spring European Council .
This new Strategy will build on the achievements of To view the consultation document and send your
the Lisbon Strategy, while learning its lessons. The comments please go to: http://ec.europa.eu/

consultation paper sets out a vision for how EU 2020  eu2020
will focus on entrenching recovery from the crisis,
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